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But what might not have been accomplished had
this courage been properly directed and had there
been appreciation of the importance of preparation?
For three months war had been imminent, and al-
though the Spanish government was highly repre-
hensible for its unaccountable inertia, and Spanish
indolence and climatic influences must bear their
share of blame, nothing can excuse the Spanish au-
thorities in the Philippines for neglecting to utilize
the materials of defence already in their possession.

The approach of our squadron had been reported
from Bolinao in the morning and from Subig in the
afternoon the day before the battle, yet the Spanish
admiral that very evening left his flag-ship and went
over to Manila, five miles distant, to attend a recep-
tion given by his wife. He was driving back to
Cavite by carriage at the same hour that our squad-
ron was passing through the Boca Grande. Many
of his officers, following his example, passed the night
ashore and were seen returning to their ships early
on the morning of the battle, after the firing had
actually begun.

To us it seems almost incomprehensible that the
guns of Caballo and Corregidor and Punta Restinga
failed to fire on our ships; that when our vessels
were hampered by the narrow waters of the entrance
there was no night attack by the many small vessels
possessed by the Spaniards; and that during the ac-
tion neither the Isla de Cuba nor the Isla de Luzon,new navy the percentage of the enemy with heavy loss
